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. XXVIIL. @nb be it enatted, That if any petition for freedom fhall hereafter
be filed in any coprt of law in this ftate, and difmiffed, and a fecond petition
filed at the fuit of the fame party, the court in which fuch fecond petition may
be filed fhall ¢rdér a ftay of all proceedings until the cofts of the former pe-
tition, and all reafonable damages and expences fuftained or incurred by the
defendant or defendants therein, to be afcertained by the court, fhall have been
paid or fecured to be paid.:

XXVIIT. any be it enﬁﬂ:fﬁ, That it thall be the duty of the feveral county
courts of this ftate to give this 4¢t in charge to the feveral grand juries of their
refpe@ive counties. :

XXIX. v be if enafied, That where'any perfon or perfons poffefied of .any
flave or flaves within this ftate, who are or thall be of healthy conftitutions,
and found in' mind and body, c¢apable by labour to procure to himr or them
fufficient food and raimenty with other requifite neceflaries of life, and not ex-
ceeding forty-five years of age, and fuch perfon or perfons poffefling fuch flave
or {laves as aforefaid, and being willing and, defifous to fet free ot manumit fich
flave or flaves, may, by writing under his, her or their hand and feal, evidenced
by -two good and fufficient witnefles at leaft, grant te fuch flave er flaves his, her
or their freedom 5 and that any deed or writing,: whereby freedony thali be given
or granted to any. fuch flave, which thalk be .intended to take place in future,
fhall be good to all intents, conftrutions and purpofes: whatfoever, from the
time that fuch freedom or manumiffion is intended to commence by the faid
deed or writing, fo that fuch deed and- writing be not i prejudice of ereditdrs,
and that fuch flave, at the time fuch freedom or manumiffion thall take place or
commence, be not above the age aforefaid, and be able to work,: and gain a' fuffi-
eient livelihood and maintenance, according to the trug intent and meaning of this
&t ;- which inftroment of writing thall be acknowledged before one juftice of
the peace of the county wherein the perfon or perfons granting fuch freedonmy
fhall refide, which juftice fhall endorfe on the back of fuch inftrument the time
of the acknowledgment, and the party making the fame, which he or they, or
the parties concerned, fhall caufe to- be entered among the records of the county

eourt where the perfon or perfons granting fich freedom fhall refide, within fix
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months after the date of fuch inftrument of writing; and the clerk of the
refpective county courts within this ftate thall, immediately upon the receipt of
fuch inftrument, endorfe the time of his receiving the fame, and fhall well and
truly enrol fuch deed or inftrument in a good and fufficient book, in folio, to be
regularly alphabeted in the names of both parties, and to remain in the cuftody
of the faid clerk for the time being among the records of the refpecive county
courts ; and that the faid clerk fhall, on the back of every fuch inftrument, in 2
full legible hand, make an endorfement of fuch enrolment,. and alfo of the folio-
of the book in which the fame fhall be enrolled, and to fuch endorfement fev
his hand, the perfon or perfons requiring fuch entry paying the ufual and legak
fees for the fame. S . | |

XXX."ﬂn;l Be xt ma&éﬁ, 'Fhat a copy of fuch- record, dﬁ{y attefted under
the feal of fuch office, fhall at all times hereafter be deemed, to all intents and
purpofes, good evidence to prove fuch freedom..

XXXI. anb be it enaftey, That an a& paffed at April feflion, feventeen hun-
dred and cighty-three, chapter twenty-three, entitled, An a&t to prohibit the
briiging of flaves inte this ftate, and am act paflfed at November feffion, feven.-
teen hundred and ninety, chapter nine, entitled, An a& to repeal certain parts of
an act, entitled, An a& to prevent difabled and fuperannuated flaves being fet

free, or the manumiflion of. flaves by any laft will and teftament, and of a fup-

plementary adt thereto, and for certain other purpofes, and an a&t pafled at
November feflion, feventeen huadred and ninety-one, chapter fifty-feven, en-
titled, A fupplement to the adt, entitled, Ama& to prohibit the bringing flaves
into this ftate, and to alter and amend- parts of the faid a&, and an aét pafied at
November feflion, feventeen hundred asd nincty-one, chapter feventy-five, en-

titled,



